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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This seminar is designed to accomplish two objectives:  1) to introduce students to current theory and research on social movements, political protest, and other acts of collective resistance; and 2) to provide experience in the research, writing, and critique of scholarly papers that examine a social movement case or social movement-related processes.  The paper can be an M.A. thesis, area exam, grant or dissertation proposal, dissertation chapter, or article manuscript. Class time will be devoted to the discussion of core readings that relate to students’ projects and to presentation and discussion of student projects as they relate to the larger body of literature on social movements and related fields.
REQUIRED READING:

Three books are required for all students.  These books were selected based on the specific research topics of students enrolled in the course.
Hercus, Cheryl. Stepping Out of Line:  Becoming and Being Feminist.  2005.  New York: Routledge.  

Snow, David A., Sarah A. Soule, and Hanspeter Kriesi, eds. 2004. The Blackwell Companion to Social Movements. Oxford: Blackwell.

In addition, students will be responsible for at least one set of recommended readings during the quarter related to their research projects.  Students are required to locate those materials on their own.  In addition, each student will select one key reading related to their project for other students to read prior to the date on which they will discuss their research projects.
RECOMMENDED READING:

McAdam, Doug and David A. Snow. 1997. Social Movements: Readings on their Emergence, Mobilization, and Dynamics. Los Angeles, CA: Roxbury Publishing Company.

Goodwin, Jeff and James M. Jasper. 2003.  The Social Movements Reader:  Cases and Concepts.  Oxford:  Blackwell Publishing.
Della Porta, Donatella and Mario Diani.  2006.  Social Movements:  An Introduction.  Oxford:  Blackwell Publishing.
Tarrow, Sidney.  1998.  Power in Movement:  Social Movements and Contentious Politics.  Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION:

Students' evaluations will be based on the following:
1. CLASS PARTICIPATION AND WEEKLY DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:  For the seminar to be a success, students should attend regularly, keep up with the assigned readings, read other students’ papers prior to class, and make regular and thoughtful contributions to classroom discussions. 
2.  REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE (PAPER/PRESENTATION):  Each student will be responsible for a short presentation and paper (3-5 pages) on the state of the existing literature on their paper topic.  This means identifying not only the state of knowledge on the topic, but discussing what other scholars have had to say about the social movement dimensions or processes in which you are interested (e.g. tactics, coalition building, collective identity, framing, gender and social movements).  In this paper, you should also spell out how your research will contribute to understanding basic social movement processes.  Students are responsible for reproducing copies of their papers for each member of the class and placing them in class members’ mail boxes one day prior to class. In addition, student presenters will select one scholarly reading in the field of social movements for other students to read prior to the class meeting.  This purpose of this is to facilitate discussion and to introduce students to the body of literature in social movements.
3.   RESEARCH PROPOSAL OR PAPER:  To accommodate students' varied backgrounds and stages in the graduate program, students will have several options on which their final grade will be based. Class members may write a 10-12 page research proposal or an 18-25 page paper due on June 14.  Proposals should include a statement of the research question/s, literature review, theoretical rationale, and discussion of research methods/data sources, with all of these grounded in existing debates and literature on social movements. The proposal may be for a master's thesis, doctoral dissertation, journal article, or conference paper. Research papers might include master's theses, revisions of master's theses, candidacy exams, dissertation chapters, and paper's prepared for publication in journals or chapters, and papers revised from other courses. Students interested in writing another type of paper for their final should discuss this with me at the beginning of the quarter.
FINAL GRADE:

Review of the Literature Paper/Presentation


20

Class Participation 





10

Research Proposal or Paper 




70
 
 
100 points 


 CLASS SCHEDULE:
(Please note that the titles of articles are abbreviated.)
	Week 

	Date
	Topic and Reading

	Week 1
	4/5
	Introduction and Overview



	Week 2
	4/12
	Major Theoretical Approaches:  Resource Mobilization and Political Process
Snow et al., “Mapping the Terrain” (Blackwell Ch 1)
McCarthy and Zald, “Resource Mobilization and Social Movements” (E-Reserves)
Jenkins, “Resource Mobilization Theory and the Study of Social Movements.” (E-Reserves)

 Jasper, “Caught in a Winding Snarling Vine”  (E-Reserves)
 Jasper, “Social Movements”   (E-Reserves)
 Staggenborg and Taylor, “Whatever Happened to the Women’s        Movement”   (E-Reserves)
Meyer and Minkoff, “Conceptualizing Political Opportunity” (E-Reserves)



	Week 3
	4/19

	Major Theoretical Approaches: Framing, New Social Movements and Constructivist Approaches

Melucci, “The Process of Collective Identity” (E-Reserves)

Pichardo, “New Social Movements” (E-Reserves)

Snow, “Framing Processes, Ideology, and Discursive Fields” (Blackwell Ch 17)
Hunt and Benford, “Collective Identity, Solidarity, and Commitment” (Blackwell Ch 19)

Taylor and Whittier, “Collective Identity in Social Movement Communities” (E-Reserves)

Bernstein, “Celebration and Suppression” (E-Reserves)
Gamson, “Must Identity Movements Destruct?” (E-Reserves)
Van Dyke, Soule, and Taylor, “The targets of Social Movements” (E-Reserves)


	Week 4
	4/26
	 No Class: Individual Meetings with Verta

	Week 5
	5/3
	Student Literature Review Papers

	Week 6
	5/10
	Student Literature Review Papers

	Week 7
	5/17
	 Hercus, Stepping Out of Line:  Becoming and Being Feminist


	Week 8
	5/24
	Networks, Organizations and Tactics

Diani, “Networks and Participation” (Blackwell Ch 15)
McAdam, “Recruitment to High-Risk Activism”  (E-Reserves)
Taylor, “Social Movement Continuity” (E-Reserves)
Taylor and Van Dyke, “Get up Stand up” (Blackwell Ch 12)
Culture and Emotions

Goodwin et al., “Emotional Dimensions” (Blackwell Ch 18)

Taylor, “Gender and Social Movements” (E-Reserves)

Taylor and Rupp, “Loving Internationalism: The Emotion Culture of Transnational Women’s Organizations” (E-Reserves)
Taylor, Rupp, and Gamson, “Performing Protest: Drag Shows as Tactical Repertoires of the Gay and Lesbian Movement”


	Week 9
	5/31
	 Presentation of Student Papers

	Week 10
	6/7
	Presentation of Student Papers

	FINAL
	6/14 at 3pm
	 FINAL PAPER DUE BY 3pm


